
 
We are a partnership of 14 churches in Newcastle with an average Sunday mass attendance of 
2500 parishioners. We decided to keep all the churches open and support the communities. We 
have nine priests including two retired priests and have recently rationalised mass provision to 
ensure one mass each weekend in all churches and to provide our own internal cover for holidays 
and illness. We have implemented this to prepare for the future expected reduction in the 
number of priests. 
 
The Partnership Development Group continues to make good progress and meets monthly. The 
Administration sub group has almost completed the Guidelines for Administration. The Youth 
sub group is working with altar servers and confirmation classes across the partnership. The 
communications sub group has designed a website which will become live soon to provide 
partnership information with links to parish website and eventually align with the diocesan 
guidelines. Communication with 2500 parishioners is a challenge and it is difficult to hold whole 
partnership events. We therefore use our newsletters to provide information supplemented by a 
“Letter from the Dean” periodically. The Lay Leadership sub group has concentrated on young 
adults, the generation that is looking to be more involved and with the able support of Amy 
Cameron and Jeremy Cain from the curia a Discipleship group of 16 young adults has met 
monthly since September 2018. These young adults will become the future of lay leadership in 
the partnership. Several of them are delivering an Alpha course for young adults at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. The Spirituality sub group has been a great success and puts on events around the 
partnership, two of the recent events are already reported on the partnership sharing website. 
The Spirituality sub group is well connected to the Diocesan Spirituality Network, a great help. 
 
As we matured as a partnership and move towards our second year we are busy preparing our 
strategy and action plans. We will reorganise our subgroups into: 
1. Evangelisation comprised of Youth, Discipleship, Spirituality, Liturgy and Catechesis.  
2. Infrastructure comprised of Administration, Communication, Property and Finance. 
And a new sub group; 
3. Community comprised of Pastoral and Social. 
 
Spirituality Events 
Space for Grace – our call to Holiness a partnership reflection day 
On Saturday 16 March, 32 people from some of the parishes across the partnership gathered for 
a day of prayer and reflection at St Cuthbert’s Primary School, Kenton. The day offered an 
opportunity to explore Pope Francis’ document ‘Rejoice and Be Glad’ which is an invitation to 



explore our call to holiness.. In the opening liturgy a candle was lit for each parish in the 
Partnership and everyone in the Partnership was held in prayer throughout the day. 
Global Healing at St. Charles Parish Centre 7:30pm 
On April 5th a film for the partnership about responding to Laudato Si and how our faith helps 
us care for our common home. 
 
Future Events 
1 May - Christ is not Jesus’s Last Name 6:30 - 8:30pm 
Everything in this material world is ‘Christ soaked’ if we could but see it. 
Come and be in a relationship with us and in Christ to break open scripture using Art, Music, 
Mystical Writings and Contemplative Prayer. Anyone welcome, Love, Joy and Hope to all. 
11 May - Annual Day of Reflection.  For Eucharistic Ministers and Readers 
Fr. Eamonn Mulcahy, ‘Responding to the Call of Pope Francis’, ‘Missionary Disciples, in a 
Missionary Parish for a Missionary Church’  from 11.00am - 3:30pm in St. Cuthbert’s Primary 
School Hall, Balmain Road, Kenton. All enquiries to 0191 284 1690. 
12 May - Cheeseburn Grange 4.00pm 
There will be a May procession and rosary walk around the beautiful gardens of Cheeseburn 
Grange, on Sunday 12 May at 4.00pm, followed by refreshments and a shared table. 
18 May - St. Mary’s Cathedral Celebration of Marriage a Partnership of Life and Love 
Principle Celebrant Bishop Robert Byrne CO at 11.00am. 
19 May - St. Mary’s Cathedral – No outsiders for his Love – A service in support of 
Mental Health 3.00pm 
A service to commemorate Mental Health awareness week will take place in the Cathedral on 
Sunday 19 May at 3.00pm. The theme of the service is ‘No outsiders for God’s love’ and will 
include music and reflections and will focus on the experiences of people suffering from mental 
health difficulties and those who care for and support them. 
24 May - An Evening of Entertainment in aid of the Dorothy’s Well Project 
An evening of Entertainment in aid of the Dorothy’s Well project will be held at St. Bede’s Hall.   
29 May - An Evening with Matt Maher at St. Mary’s Cathedral  
An evening spent with Matt Maher for praise, worship and adoration being held at St. Marys 
Cathedral.  
8 June – Blackfriars Celebration of Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
A seven-hour prayer day for the partnership is being held at St. Roberts, Fenham from 3.00 – 
10.00pm. 
 


